Based on the provisions of Article 55 of the Law on Higher Education (“Official Gazette of RS” nos. 76/2005, 100/2007 – authentic interpretation, 97/2008, 44/2010, 93/2012 and 89/2013) and Article 16, paragraph 1, point 14 of the Statute of the University of Niš (“Gazette of the University of Niš” nos. 5/2010, 4/2011, 5/2011, 6/2012, 8/2012, 3/2013, 3/2014 and 4/2014), the Senate of the University of Niš, at the meeting on September 17, 2014, reached a unanimous
DECISION

to establish the Center for Student Support
Article 1

The Center for Student Support (hereinafter referred to as: Center), is an organizational unit of the University of Niš, without the properties of a legal person, established with the aim to provide support to:
1. Students with disabilities;

2. Students from minority groups;
3. Students with lower material status;

4. Students who face difficulties during their studies that are caused by some of the following factors:

1) lower socio-economic status;

2) they come form other places, that is, they do not have a place of residence in the university center;

3) they have difficulties adjusting to a new environment and to learning;
4) they come from families in which none of the parents has a university degree, and similar factors.
5. Fourth-year high school students from the social groups that are underrepresented in the system of higher education (high school students with disabilities, from minority groups, from villages (rural areas), who do not live in university centers, from professional and vocational high schools, from families with low material status (low-income families), from families in which parents have a low level of education, etc.);

6. Students – foreign citizens.

Article 2
The Center completes its objectives and tasks by providing:

1. Informative services to students:
1) improvement of the student standard,

2) initial orientation,

3) referral to other available services,

4) representation of student interests on studying and student standard issues before authorized organs,
5) provision of information to the teaching staff on the needs of students from some target groups,

6) helping students who are foreign citizens when their status issues need to be solved.

2. Advisory services and services of psycho-social support:
1) psychological counsel

2) learning support

3. Activities for the monitoring of students’ needs:

1) monitoring and spotting problems target groups face,

2) monitoring the changes of student population structure at universities and faculties,
4. Coordination of student support activities provided by the University, faculties and other relevant social institutions.
Article 3

The Center for Student Support has a manager and the Council of the Center.
The manager of the Center coordinates the activities of the Center in order to realize the objectives and tasks of the Center, which are determined by this Statute, in an efficient and effective manner.
The rector appoints and dismisses the manager and deputy-manager of the Center on a three year period.

Article 4

The Council of the Center for Student Support consists of five professors of the University of Niš.

The Council of the Center shall:

1. pass the Annual Work Plan of the Center and distributes it to the University Senate,
2. consider and pass the Annual Work Report of the Center and distributes it to the University Senate,

3. consider the activities at the University and faculties in the area of student support from Article 69g. of this Statute.
4. gives proposals and initiatives from the domain of student support to the authorized organs of the University and faculties.
The members of the Council of the Center are appointed by the Senate of the University of Niš after being proposed by the Rector.

Article 5

The Secretariat of the University performs legal, financial, administrative, technical and other duties for the Center.
In accordance with the Regulations on Internal Organization and Job Systematization of the University of Niš, the Rector determines the number and structure of employees performing Center-related duties as well as concrete duties and tasks at work positions.
Faculties may, in cooperation with the University, employ or hire other persons to perform tasks for the Center for Student Support.

Article 6

The Senate shall pass a general work act of the Center for Student Support.

Once a year, the Council of the Center for Student Support submits a work report to the Senate.

Article 7

This Decision shall come into force on the eight day after being published in the “Gazette of the University of Niš”.
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